
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Updated DFE Exclusion Codes 
 

Pupil exclusion reason (not for nursery schools) 2020 to 2021 academic year – valid for 
exclusions with a start date on or after 01 August 2020 

Code Description 

PP Physical assault against a pupil 

PA Physical assault against an adult 

VP Verbal abuse / threatening behaviour against a pupil 

VA Verbal abuse / threatening behaviour against an adult 

OW Use or threat of use of an offensive weapon or prohibited item 

BU Bullying 

RA Racist abuse 

LG Abuse against sexual orientation and gender identity 

DS Abuse relating to disability 

SM Sexual misconduct 

DA Drug and alcohol related 

DM Damage 

TH Theft 

DB Persistent disruptive behaviour 

MT Inappropriate use of social media or online technology 

PH Wilful and repeated transgression of protective measures in place to protect public health 

 
Please note  ‘OT – other’ is now removed from 1 August 2020 

 



Pupil exclusion reason (not for nursery schools) 2019 to 2020 academic year – valid for 
exclusions with a start date on or before 31 July 2020 

Code Description 

PP Physical assault against a pupil 

PA Physical assault against an adult 

VP Verbal abuse / threatening behaviour against a pupil 

VA Verbal abuse / threatening behaviour against an adult 

BU Bullying 

RA Racist abuse 

SM Sexual misconduct 

DA Drug and alcohol related 

DM Damage 

TH Theft 

DB Persistent disruptive behaviour 

OT Other 

 
For further information please click below 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/complete-the-school-census/find-a-school-census-code 

 
 

 
Ethos Academy Trust Updates 
 
Single Point Referral information 2020/21 
https://www.eat.uk.com/our-services/single-point-referral-process/ 
 
Please note there is a new SPR form to be used from September 2020 
 
Early Intervention & Exclusions Contacts 2020/21 
https://www.eat.uk.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Outreach-Exclusion-Contact-2020.pdf 
 
The DFE also published - Checklist for school leaders to support full opening: behaviour and 
attendance 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fil
e/899384/Checklist_for_school_leaders_on_behaviour_and_attendance.pdf 
 
Permanent Exclusion Notification Form – September 2020 
https://www.eat.uk.com/our-services/permanent-exclusions/ 
 
Please note there is a new Exclusions Notification Form to be used from September 2020. 
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